











FOOD Share Salutes its Ventura County Heroes

Ventura County youths, large corporations and everyone
in-between came together to be a champion for FOOD
Share and help feed the hungry. This year 247 businesses,
50 schools and 18 neighborhood drives joined FOOD
Share to participate in the NFL Moms Tackling Hunger with
Campbell’s Chunky Soup campaign to collect donated
food for their communities.

“I was raised in this county and have seen the capacity
to which we can do great things together,” said Bonnie
Weigel, CEO of FOOD Share.“Through grassroots efforts
hundreds of individuals, small groups, schools and
companies have stepped forward to help our neighbors
in such a true time of need - these large and small
companies and neighbors are the real heroes.”

Some of our own Ventura County heroes
include:

VONS grocery stores and PODS, Portable On Demand
Storage company, partnered to provide visibility and
storage at 20 VONS grocery stores throughout Ventura
County, during our annual Tackling Hunger food drive.

From September 1 to December 31, local NFL mom, FOOD
Share supporter and cheerleader, Berma Colbert, led

the charge to collect a total of 182,305 pounds of food

in Ventura County to benefit FOOD Share. This was also

the over 40,000 people we do each and every month.

Whether working with the agencies in the shopping area, gleaning out in the
fields, on the front lines at Brown Bag sites, driving our trucks collecting food
donations, sorting and packaging bread, preparing the senior nutrition meals,
working with the fresh produce, in the office keeping the thank you notes and
paperwork flowing, working in the rescued food area, each of you has a special

place in the food chain we call FOOD Share.

Amazingly over the course of the year you have logged approx 45,000 hours of
volunteer service to our county. As this new year of food shortage challenges
face us, we are reminded that by working together for the greater good we can
achieve wonderful things for those hungry in our community.

We honor your service as we reflect on another year of feeding our community.
We appreciate, value and revere your selflessness and are proud that you have

selected FOOD Share for your gift of time. From the CEOQ, staff, board members
and the hungry we serve, please accept our heartfelt thanks for another year of
serving the hungry men, women and children of Ventura County.

2009 and it’s hard to believe that another year of feeding the hungry in Ventura
County has been accomplished by all your hard work. Without your dedication
and devotion to the mission of feeding the hungry we simply could not help feed

the largest total poundage
collected by any of the other
34 NFL moms that were
participating in the program.
“Ventura County has always
been generous, this year, in
a very difficult year where
folks were concerned about
their own needs, everyone
still came together to help
others,” Colbert said. “We are truly blessed.”

Jewel Pedi and Berma Colbert

Many other companies have come up with creative ideas
to involve the community in raising money and canned
food donations. At Oxnard based Chick-Fil-A, owner Craig
Goettsche gave a free chicken sandwich to anyone who
brought in two cans of food — 1,770 cans were raised in
just two evenings, with Goettsche matching the donation
with another 1,770 cans and issuing 885 free sandwiches.
Jeff Grodin, owner of Capt. Hooks Sportfishing and the
Ventura County Sport Fisherman’s Club organized a fishing
expedition donating 260 pounds of fresh rockfish and a
$3,200 cash donation. Other contributions ranged from
automotive dealers and banks to contractors associations
and private companies, with donations ranging from $500
to $10,000 each. Some young philanthropists also made
significant contributions as well.
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the hungry this holiday season.

impressed with his thoughtfulness.

March

Buena Ventura Social Club & Weaver
Wines present Somos Son - Cuban Salsa
Dance & Concert to benefit FOOD Share
Friday March 20th at the Old Elks Lodge.

April
Ojai Renaissance Faire and Pirate Festival
April 4th-5th; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days.

May

Feng Shui Beauty Event with Yamaguchis,
week of May 4th - 9th

Letter Carriers Food Drive, May 9th
Annual National Police Rodeo Association
Country Western Rodeo, May 17th

June

Greek Run, June 13th

Harbor Freight Tools Fathers Day,

June 19th

Harbor Lights Summer Spring Series,
June 24th - July 29th

Ventura County Wine Association wine
trail to benefit FOOD Share

Future Philanthropist

FOOD Share was blessed by the support of so
many of the youth in our community through
school and neighborhood food drives and other
special fundraising efforts to help us meet our
goal. We wanted to share a story about one of
the young people who came out in support of

FOOD Share is experiencing a large increase
in the number of people needing food assistance
and we have had some wonderful press. One
young man Jacob Mizraji was moved to help the hungry after reading of the
empty shelves at the food bank. He was preparing for his Bar Mitzvah and
decided to do a service project and he selected to support FOOD Share. Jacob is
a very interesting and industrious young man. He decided that he would make a
poster explaining all about FOOD Share and advertising his homemade delicious
eggplant parmesan dinners, free with any donation of $36.00 or more!

Can you believe that he sold $2,000 dollars worth of these dinners? When |
asked him how he did it, he very modestly replied that he had a great location at
the door of the annual boutique. So | guess it really is location, location, location.
When he came to present the check to our CEO Bonnie Weigel, we were most

Jacob Mizraji and FOOD Share
CEO Bonnie Weigel

When we asked him what motivated him, he carefully considered his answer,
“If you are small or big, | think anyone can make a difference,” Mizraji said. FOOD
Share had an opportunity to speak to the congregation of Temple Beth Torah and
share what this young member of their congregation achieved all in support of
his neighbors in need. Jacob is a remarkable young man, with a giving heart.

The giving continues as the Ventura County Star featured Jacob and his recipe
in the “Cook de Jour” on February 22nd. For each $150 donated to FOOD Share he
will make a tray of eggplant parmesan. See our website for details. Thanks Jacob!

June continued

Big Break Father’s Day Golf Event

August
Chumash Golf Tournament
NACE Golf Tournament

September / Hunger Action Month
Ventura Rotary Seafood Festival,
September 5th & 6th

North Ranch Tennis Pro-Am,
September 25th

Faith for FOOD Share Month

Empty Bowls Project

October
Young Philanthropists Awards Lunch

November & December
Tackling Hunger Food & Fund Drive,
November 1st — January 5th

4th Thursday of the Month @ 9:30 a.m.
Taste of FOOD Share Tours,
call to reserve a space
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